Handout 4
Passage 1 --- Advanced Adulthood

There are many physical changes that come with advanced adulthood. As in the earlier stages of human development, the physical changes in advanced adulthood vary greatly from person to person. And the ability to pinpoint these changes is made more difficult because of the effects of illness that are present in many people of this age group.


As a result of these physical changes, the muscles of people in advanced adulthood are not as flexible as they used to be. Seeing and hearing are often not as good as they were earlier. The body’s ability to resist infection and to recover from illness also decreases in advanced adulthood.

Passage 2 --- The Relation between Man and Ape


Some people think that man came from apes. They believe this is so because man and apes share many characteristics. Both are mammals. Both are primates. Physically, early man and apes looked alike. Some think that modern man and apes look alike. But, the argument that men came from apes is not true. Most scientists believe that man did not suddenly arise from apes. Fossils have revealed many important differences in bone structure between early man and apes. Also, the social behavior of early man differed from that of apes. It seems that man and apes may have had common ancestors. But, the ape is not the ancestor of man. Altogether, facts show that man is related to the ape, but only because he developed at the same time as the ape was developing. The difference is that man developed more.

Passage 3 --- Forest Conservation and Forest Fires


One of the tremendous tasks facing the U.S. today is the preservation of existing forests, both young and old, against fire. Fire destroys, in addition to the trees and underbrush, the wildlife that inhabits the forest. Lightning is the cause of some forest fires, but most are caused by people’s carelessness. Most forest fires are caused by smokers carelessly throwing cigarettes and matches in the woods, and by unattended camp fires and trash fires.


The United States is now making efforts to preserve the forests. Forest-conservation programs include the planting of new trees, forest-fire prevention, and the regulation of lumbering. The lumber industry itself is doing much today to conserve forests. The United States Forest Service now safeguards the forests. Trained rangers and foresters are on the lookout for fires, and trained fire fighters stand ready to fight a fire once it starts. 

